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A4E discusses aviation strategy with MEPs
‐ Michael O’Leary joins aviation policy briefing in Brussels.
‐ Overpriced airport charges stay in the spotlight.
Today, Airlines for Europe (A4E), Europe’s new airline association,
participated in an aviation briefing set up by MEP Deirdre Clune.
Only launched last week, A4E already actively engages with policy
makers in Brussels to represent the interests of its members when
dealing with the EU institutions, international organisations and
national governments on European aviation issues.
MEP Deirdre Clune, Irish member of the European Parliament`s
Committee on Transport and Tourism, said: "A competitive and
efficient aviation industry in Europe will play a crucial role in driving
economic growth, jobs and trade. We desperately need reform in the
industry to ensure it remains competitive in an increasingly globalised
market. I hope that the Commissions Aviation Strategy will bring us
closer to introducing that reform."
On behalf of A4E, Michael O’Leary, CEO of Ryanair, addressed the main
subjects of the new association during a meeting with MEPs, EU officials
and economists at the European Parliament. A4E agrees that the new EU
Aviation Strategy offers a unique opportunity to improve competitiveness
of EU airlines. But, to deliver change A4E calls for an action plan to reduce
disruption during ATC strikes and insists that measures which stimulate
growth by lowering airport charges are vital alongside removing
unreasonable taxes.
Commenting on overpriced airport charges Michael O’Leary said: “The
reality is that in the last ten years, airport charges rose by 90 per cent
at the 10 largest European airports while airline fares dropped 20 per
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cent over the same period. While airlines have reduced their fares, EU
passengers continue to be fleeced by excessive airport charges.
It's in consumers’ interest to benefit from lower EU airport costs and
A4E will continue to campaign for the effective regulation of monopoly
airports on behalf of European passengers.”
About A4E:
Airlines for Europe (A4E), Europe’s new airline association, based in
Brussels has been founded by Europe’s five largest airline groups – Air
France KLM, easyJet, International Airlines Group, Lufthansa Group,
Ryanair – to represent the interests of its members when dealing with
the EU institutions, international organisations and national
governments on European aviation issues. Launched in January 2016,
the new association will grow its member base over the next months,
uniting European airlines to take forward changes that will increase
their competitiveness and result in lower fares and more choice for
passengers. With more than 460 million passengers on board, the A4E
members account for half of the continent’s passenger journeys,
operating more than 2,100 airplanes and generating EUR 85 billion in
turnover each year.
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