The FREE MOVEMENT
CALL FOR ACTION
9 PRINCIPLES TO PROMOTE FREE MOVEMENT BY AIR,
RELIABLE AIRSPACE AND PROSPERITY
Air travel is a crucial enabler of economic activity in Europe, directly affecting the wider tourism industry, businesses across most sectors of the economy, and job creation. Even a small increase in air
travel can bring substantial socio-economic benefits, especially in areas of Europe affected by high
youth unemployment. The connectivity provided by the European transport network provides a crucial conduit for trade, tourism and economic growth.
PRINCIPLES

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.

 ir travel is essential to the free movement of citizens
A
in Europe and a cornerstone of the European Single
Market. It needs to be safeguarded and promoted.

8.

A
 reliable air transport system will enable passengers and businesses to enjoy fully the benefits of free
movement by air in Europe.

W
 ith active support of all signatories, ANSPs and
ANSP employees are called to voluntarily undertake,
as soon as possible and without delay, to:
)

I mproving the management of the European airspace
is vital for the air transport sector to remain competitive and contribute to prosperity in the EU.

)

A
 ir traffic control is a crucial element of the air transport system. Disruption to air traffic control provision,
resulting from industrial disputes involving air traffic
controllers, has been frequent in recent years and has
spoiled travel plans of millions of consumers, bringing
about inefficiency and unnecessary cost.

)

)

)

C
 ontinuity of service, an underlying objective of the
Single European Sky, needs to apply to the provision
of air traffic services.
I CAO guidance specifies that States should take
appropriate action to ensure that adequate air traffic
services will continue to be provided to international
civil aviation operations, which do not involve landing
or take-off in the country affected by industrial action.
 irlines, airports, air navigation service providers
A
(ANSPs) and their staff, as well as consumer and
business organizations, decision-makers and all
affected stakeholders must work together to immediately put in place voluntary remedies which are
available today, and to identify and implement over a
medium-term, structural solutions to minimise disruption and cost to passengers and businesses resulting from air traffic control service disruption.

9.

A
 ctively and in good faith participate in arbitration
or another form of conciliatory procedure consistent with the relevant national law before threatening industrial action
P
 rotect flights overflying the country affected by
industrial action while ensuring this does not come
at the expense of flights to and from the country
affected
P
 rovide a 21-day advance notification of strike
action
P
 rovide a 72h advance notification of participation
in industrial action, at individual employee level,
so as to improve the predictability of the level of
disruption
Implement cooperation mechanisms to explore
means to minimize the impact of ATC service
disruption

C
 ommitted to a successful implementation of the
voluntary commitments set out above, the signatories to this Declaration also undertake to coordinate
their efforts with those of ANSPs, air traffic controllers, Eurocontrol and the European and national
authorities, so as to identify and implement, over a
medium term, structural solutions capable of further
minimising disruption to the air transport system
arising from air traffic control strikes, such as:
)

)

)

S
 ervice provision by one or a group of third country
ANSPs over the country affected by strike action
R
 ight of redress with ANSPs for the impact of
disruption resulting from strike action, to encourage constructive engagement in industrial relations
disputes
M
 inimum service provisions

